Theme of Colossians: The Centrality of Christ in All Things

1:1-2 — See the Centrality of Christ in the opening

1:3-8 — See the Centrality of Christ in Paul’s Prayer of Thanksgiving

P

Paul offers sincere thanks to God

for the fruit of faith and love manifested among Colossian believers

because of the hope stored up for them in heaven,

which is expressed in the true Gospel

that Epaphras faithfully proclaimed to them.

Was there anything confusing, challenging, or encouraging from Colossians 1:1-8?

What things do you give thanks to God and/or pray for the most?!

How is Christ central in Paul’s prayer? How can He be more central in your own prayers?
Our cultural understanding of a ‘saint’ is someone who is particularly wholesome or
Christlike. However, Scripture refers to believers in Christ as saints (someone who is set
apart by God for God) because they have trusted in Christ for salvation. This is a designation
you cannot earn. It is given to you. Why is it hard for us to remember and think of ourselves
as saints?

Paul offers sincere thanks to God for the faith and love he sees in the Colossian Christians.
Whose example of faith and love are you thankful for?

How can believers grow in seeing themselves as “in Christ”? How does resting in Christ’s
work for us empower us to live for Him?

Faith, hope and love: In what ways can our hope for heaven motivate both our love and our
faith now (v 5)? Which of these three areas of Christian believing and living do you think
you are weakest on? Why might that be??

Paul says the Gospel is powerful and effective. He believes that God will continue to
powerfully work through His Word to bring salvation and life-change. What areas is it easy
for you trust in God’s Word to be powerful and effective? What areas is it less easy?
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